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Abstract—In this paper, circuit complexity reduction in FPGA
implementation of large N -point Radix-22 FFT with single-path
delay feedback architecture is reported. Memory requirement
of the FFT in the FPGA consists of two parts, the RAM
data storage of the feedback in each stage of the data flow
and the twiddle factors prepared as ROM for each complex
multiplication. Through address rearrangement, the ROM sizes
for the twiddle factors are significantly reduced with the removal
of redundancy. The reduction ratio is about 1

3(log4 N−1)
. As a

result, the signal critical path is reduced and the system clock
frequency is increased. The proposed architecture is validated
by the implementations of 1K and 4K Radix-22 FFTs in an
Altera Cyclone IV FPGA, EP4CGX22, which is the second lowest
capacity FPGA of the low cost series. For the 1K- and 4K-point
FFTs, the operating frequencies are 231.11 MHz and 215.75 MHz,
respectively, approaching 250 MHz which is the speed limit of
the I/O ports of the FPGA [1].

Keywords—Fast Fourier Transform implementation, FPGA, 1K-
FFT, 4K-FFT.

I. INTRODUCTION

The Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) processor is one of the
core components in signal processing. Small N -point FFT
implementations are commonly found. An example in daily
life is the WiFi chips which are produced in millions annually,
having either 64-point or 256-point FFT core implemented.
The requirement of large N -point FFT is found in niche
areas such as astrophysics and radar applications. In recent
years, there have been applications of large N -point FFT in
consumer automotive radar [2], software-defined radio [3] [4]
and ultra-wideband spectrum scanning [5], etc. In the direct
conversion of radio frequency (RF) signal to digital form by
various high-speed analog-to-digital converters [6] or even
with down-conversion to bring the RF signal to baseband, the
wide bandwidth requirement and the fast real-time applications
have favored the application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC)
or FPGA implementation over general purpose processors. The
challenges are the processing speed and the cost involved. For
example, the Sparse Fast Fourier Transform (SFFT) [7] claims
achieving million-point FFT per second with a constraint of
maximum 500 non-zero frequency coefficients. Its architecture
includes the Radix22 single-path delay feedback (SDF) deci-
mation in frequency (DIF) 4096-point FFT with a maximum
operating frequency of 121.2 MHz. There are other studies to

reduce the circuit complexity with algorithms to minimize the
size and power of the FFT processor using coefficient memory
reduction [8] [9] and switching activity analysis schemes [10]
[11].
The architecture of Radix-22 SDF DIF N -point FFT [12] is

considered as one with the least hardware resource requirement
[13] in ultra-wideband scanning. This architecture is claimed to
possess the features of simple control,N−1 data memory size
requirement with log4 N−1 complex multipliers and 4 log4 N
adders [14]. The twiddle factors may either be generated
within the process using CORDIC algorithm or in advance
and stored as Read Only Memory (ROM) which is easier
in the implementation. In large N -point FFTs, the increase
of memory size is significant and reduction mechanism is
necessary. With pipeline process, the individual tasks per clock
cycle are simple enough to support the increase of system
clock frequency. However, the clock-cycle delays introduced
in the data flow upset the arrangement of simple counter for
the synchronization of various controls. Thus, an alternative
arrangement is needed and is proposed in this paper.
In this paper, we begin with a brief explanation of the

FFT architecture and describe the implementation of individual
modules. Fixed-point arithmetic operation within the FFT is
adopted. Scaling is introduced to convert the twiddle factors
into integer values and the round-off error is reduced [15].
The reduction of the ROM sizes of the twiddle factors for
the complex multiplications through address re-arrangement
is explained. Implementations of 1K- and 4K-point FFTs
with memory arrangement under the same architecture are
presented. Controls with different delays are introduced to
match the clock-cycle delays in the data flow pipeline. The
physical implementation issues are discussed. We conclude
with the presentation of the improved throughput performance
with system clock frequency approaching the speed limit of
the I/O ports of the FPGA which is 250 MHz.

II. THE PIPELINE FFT PROCESSOR ARCHITECTURE
The Radix-22 FFT equation using the common factor algo-

rithm (CFA) to decompose the twiddle factors is shown as

X(k1 + 2k2 + 4k3) =

N/4−1∑
n3=0

{H(k1, k2, n3)W
n3(k1+2k2)
N }Wn3k3

N/4

(1)
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Fig. 1: Radix 22 SDF DIF pipeline FFT architecture for N = 1024.

with k1, k2 ∈ {0, 1}. H(k1, k2, n3) is named as Butterfly-II
and can be expressed as

H(k1, k2, n3) = Bk1
N/2(n3) + (−1)(k1+2k2)Bk1

N/2(n3 +N/4) (2)

where Bk1

N/2(n3) and B
k1

N/2(n3+N/4) are named as Butterfly-I
with

Bk1
N/2(n3) = x(n3) + (−1)k1x(n3 + (N/2)) (3)

Bk1
N/2(n3 +N/4) = x(n3 + (N/4)) + (−1)k1x(n3 + (3/4)N).

(4)

Based on the above equations, the SDF pipeline FFT ar-
chitecture is divided into several modules shown in Fig. 1.
Referring to the figure, data are delayed and passed to the
butterfly operation module via the shift-register feedback. The
two butterfly operations are equivalent to the Radix-4 FFT
butterfly operation and are followed by the non-trivial complex
multiplication with the twiddle factor. These modules form
one stage. There are log4 N stages with different parameters
and the last stage has no complex multiplication. Selection
of the word length of the multiplication products are based
on the balance between the minimization of round-off error
and the circuit complexity. The twiddle factors are prepared
in advance and stored in the ROMs. The sizes are reduced by
the redundancy elimination.

A. ROM Approach of The Twiddle Factors Generation with
Address Re-arrangement

The values of the twiddle factors are prepared in advance
with MATLAB in HEX format [1] and stored in the ROMs.
The twiddle factorsW n3(k1+2k2)

N from (1) with k1, k2 ∈ {0, 1}
and n3 = 0, .., N/4−1 can be categorized into four groups —
W 0, W 2k, W k and W 3k each of size N/4. The data of each
group are passed onto the next stage of FFT with N/4-point.
Butterflies with the decomposed twiddle factors are shown in
Fig. 2.
In the next stage, the twiddle factor size of each set of FFT

is 1/4 of N/4, i.e., N/42. The decomposition continues until
it arrives at the 4-point FFT. Note that for the list of twiddle
factors in the group W k (k = 0, .., N − 1), it is sufficient to
record those for k = 0, .., N/4 − 1. As shown in Fig. 3, we
define the real part and the imaginary part as Rk and −Ik,
respectively, k = 0, .., N/4− 1. By re-labeling these real parts
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BF II

BF II

N/4 FFT
( k1=0, k2=0)

N/4 FFT
( k1=0, k2=1)

N/4 FFT
( k1=1, k2=0)
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( k1=1, k2=1)

Twiddle Factor

Twiddle Factor

Twiddle Factor
x(0),..,x(N-1)

X(0),..,X(N-1)

1

1

1

1

j

Fig. 2: Butterflies with decomposed twiddle factors

and imaginary parts as Rh and −Ih where h = 0, .., N/4− 1,
the list of twiddle factors W k can be defined as

W k
(k=0,..,N/4−1) = Rk − jIk = Rh − jIh

(k=N/4,..,N/2−1) = −Ik−N/4 − jRk−N/4 = −Ih − jRh

(k=N/2,..,3N/4−1) = −Rk−N/2 + jIk−N/2 = −Rh + jIh

(k=3N/4,..,N−1) = Ik−3N/4 + jRk−3N/4 = Ih + jRh. (5)

It is thus obvious that only 1/4 of the data within the group
is necessary.
The other lists of twiddle factor group W 2k and W 3k can

also be represented by the same sets of values {Rh} and {−Ih}
with some modifications. The values for the first half of the
list of the twiddle factor group W 2k can be directly obtained
from the two sets of values. The second half, which is on the
second quadrant of the unit circle, is mapped back with the
address pointers to the ROM as 2k − N/4, i.e., the pointer
to N/4 is pointed back to 0, the first location of the list.
The modification of the values is the swapping of assignment
and 2’s complement operation, i.e., −Ih − jRh. The list of
twiddle factor group W 3k is divided into three parts. The first
and second part follow the same arrangements. The third part
with values in the third quadrant of the unit circle are mapped
back with address pointers to the ROM as 3k − N/2. The
modification is 2’s complement operation, i.e., −Rh + jIh.
The total ROM size before reduction is N × (log4 N − 1)

6
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Fig. 4: Shift-register banks and butterflies of the first stage with interconnect registers.
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Fig. 3: Twiddle factors on a unit circle

while after reduction, the total ROM size becomes

ROMsize =

(
1

4

)
N +

(
1

42

)
N + ..+

(
1

4log4 N−1

)
N. (6)

The twiddle factor reduction ratio is therefore given by
(
1
4

)
N +

(
1
42

)
N + ..+

(
1

4log4 N−1

)
N

(log4 N − 1)N

=
1− (

1
4

)log4 N−1

3(log4 N − 1)
� 1

3(log4 N − 1)
(7)

. The total numbers of twiddle factors for 1024-point and 4096-
point FFTs under the memory re-arrangement are 340 and
1, 364, respectively, compared with the standard requirement
of N(log4 N − 1) which are 4K and 20K, respectively. The
reduction in ROM size requirement in FPGA implementation
is therefore significant. The size reduction of the address
multiplexers for the ROMs also leads to the reduction of the
critical logic path delay in the FPGA implementation. The
consequence is an increase in the maximum allowable system
clock frequency which then improves the system throughput.

B. Shift Registers and Butterfly

In the SDF architecture, it is efficient to use shift registers
to store the butterfly output. Shift-register implementation does
not require the address multiplexing feature for the memory
blocks. The saving is obvious. The use of shift registers is also
reported in [13]. In hardware description language VHDL, the
sequential process has registers holding output data. Therefore,
the shift register bank sizes are N/2m−2, (m = 1, .., log4 N−
1). The shortfall of two registers is made up by the output
registers of the butterfly and the corresponding shift-register
bank. In large N -point FFT implementations, the number of
stages is large. Consequently, the signal distances between the
butterflies and the shift-register banks are large. The path de-
lays become critical and affect the operating frequency. These

7

ISBN 978-89-968650-9-4 ICACT2017 February 19 ~ 22, 2017



FFT size (N ) 1024 4096
Logic elements 3295 4981
Registers 2453 3855
Embedded Multipliers 56 72
Memory bits 42,696 174,712
fMAX(MHz) 231.11 215.75

TABLE I: Fixed-point radix-22 FFT implementation on Cy-
clone IV devices.

paths are shortened by introducing interconnect registers. With
the input and output interconnect registers, the total number of
registers in individual shift-register bank is further reduced by
two. The first stage of the configuration is shown in Fig. 4.
Implementation of the butterfly operation is quite standard.

The output data word length is expanded by one bit to cover
the summation operation within the butterfly. Each butterfly
operation is a sequential process in VHDL. Due to the register
holding the output, a register is introduced between successive
butterflies. As such, one clock-cycle delay per butterfly is
inevitably introduced into the data flow pipeline.

C. Complex Multiplication and Signaling Control

The simple large single counter used to synchronize the
controls of all the stages as stated in [12] is possible only if no
clock delay is inserted into the data flow pipeline. As shown
above, registers between stages have to be included, and so
are the clock delays. In this paper, a two-bit-counter-per-stage
signal control is adopted. Extra logics to cope with the clock-
cycle delays at the stages are introduced for connecting up all
the two-bit counters. Furthermore, the four-multiplier-and-two-
adder configuration for implementing the complex multiplier
introduces a two-clock-cycle delay. Together with the output
data register of the complex multiplier, a total of four-clock-
cycle delay is inserted. This is equivalent to a complete cycle
of the two-bit counter, i.e., n∗ 22 cycles, and this arrangement
avoids the extra complex logic requirement for the implemen-
tation of the carry increment to the next stage two-bit counter.
This is the reason for our selection over the three-multiplier-
and-five-adder configuration. With the various adjustments of
the two-bit counter information, which are shown in Fig. 1,
all stages of the pipeline process are synchronously controlled.
Four-multiplier-and-two-adder instead of three-multiplier-and-
five-adder configuration is chosen for the implementation of
the complex multiplier. Besides allowing a matched number
of clock-cycle delay, it reduces a clock-cycle delay at each
complex multiplier. The system latency is hence improved.

III. IMPLEMENTATION RESULTS

The VHDL of the SDF FFT has been designed using the
Quarter II from Altera. The design has been tested on Model-
Sim and evaluated on the Cyclone IV hardware development
kit. The word length of the twiddle factors is chosen as
16 bits. The values are scaled up to maximize the utilization
of the word length. The FFT is implemented with fixed-point

arithmetic and the round-off issue is handled with the natural
growth of the word length. In each addition operation, the
word length (of the sum) is increased by one. On the complex
multiplications, one bit increment of the word length is also
allowed for resolution improvement. With the input data word-
length of the 1024-point FFT selected as 14 bits, the output
data word-length is 28 bits. With the same input data word-
length for the 4096-point FFT, the output data word-length
is 31 bits. The performance parameters are listed in Table I.
The system clock frequencies achieved are 231.11 MHz and
215.75 MHz, respectively, for the 1024-point and 4096-point
FFTs with device EP4CGX22. The achieved frequencies are
much higher than the claim of 121.2 MHz in [13].

IV. CONCLUSION

The 1K- and 4K-FFTs are implemented with the radix-22

SDF pipeline fixed-point FFT algorithm in FPGA. The ROM
sizes for the twiddle factors are reduced. The four-multiplier-
and-two-adder configuration is chosen for the implementation
of the complex multiplier with relatively simple control logic.
The maximum allowable system clock frequency is increased
and the throughput is improved compared with the reported
results. The improved efficiency will contribute to the con-
struction of multiple FFTs in a single low-cost FPGA for
applications such as software-defined radio, ultra-wideband
spectrum scanning or consumer automotive radar.
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